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Interviewer's Comments
Narrator's Name Frank Clark, Watson Robbins, Allen Salisbury
Interviewer's observations about the interview setting, physical description
of the narrator, comments on ~~rratorls veracity and accuracy, and candid
assessment of the historical value of the memoir.
NOTE: Use parentheses () to enclose any YTords, phrases or sentences that
should be regarded as confidential.

This unusual four-way interview was held in Frank Clark's
apartment in Ellsworth, at the request of Allen Salisbury, who was
reluctant to be interviewed alone.
Only because numerous
individuals assured me that Salisbury was essential to get as a
narrator did I agree to such an arrangement.
As it stands, we do
get some of Salisbury's vivid anecdotes and colorful vignettes,
e.g. C.C. Little as Santa Claus, tearing the backside out of his
Santa costume in climbing in a window, but at the price of
eclipsing the quieter, less aggressive or loquacious narrators
(i.e. Clark).
These three narrators are th~ee of the oldest former
employees of the Lab. Clark, in fact, was one of the original six
hired by Little in 1929. Given such longevity, each of these men
speaks to the changes he's seen at the Lab, with a hagiographic
veneration of C.C. Little.
Any user of this tape should bear this
in mind.
Not surprisingly, Little's successor, Earl Green, gets a
poorer press. This tape's assessments must be balanced by other
interviews, e.g. Harrison's, which offer other views of Green.
Certainly, the historian can see the effect of personality and the
vastly different personalities of Little and Green, by comparing
tapes like this one and Harrison's.
The oblique reference made here to the circumstances of
Little's retirement need to be compared to the accounts on other
tapes.
I question the objectivity of these early Lab employees,
who tend to regard the Little years as an incomparable halcyon
period, seemingly never aware of the inevitability of
institutionalization and change in style with new Directors.
Value this tape for its lively, vivid and unique anecdotal
material, as well as the perspective of three local men evaluating
scientists ("Doctors" in their terms) and a scientific laboratory
that was, for each of them, the only place they ever worked.
Date
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Narrator1s Name

~,~-~

Collateral materials, whether originals or copies, enhance the value
or an oral history me~oir. Ask the narrator if you may borrow or keep
such things as personal photographs, newspaper clippings, pages froo a
diary, and other mementos.
Borrowed !Jla terials can be pho.togr~phed or
duplicated and then returned.
List and describe all acquisitions below. A typical description
might be IICopy of letter from. Governor Henry Horner to James L. Singleton,
r-.ebruary 29, 1937." Provide as much identifying inforr:tation for each
photograph as possible. Each photograph should be labeled on its back as
we 11 as lis ted be 1m".

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

'6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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Frank Clark, Watson Robbins, Allen Salisbury
C.C. Little
Emilia Vicari
Elizabeth Fekete
Mary Russell
Prexy
Michigan
Maine
Japan
Bill Russell
Hampden
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Frank Oakes
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William Murray
Don McPheters
Byron McPheters
Henry Smith
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Earl Green
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Terms:
Jap encephalitis B-serum
histology
sabastical=sabbatical
milk garter

This is the tape of an oral history interview of Watson Robbins,
Frank Clark, and Allen Salisbury, given as part of the Jackson
Laboratory Oral History project, sponsored by the Acadia
Institute.

This interview was held on may 16th, 1986, at the home

of Frank Clark, in Ellsworth, Maine.

The interviewer was Dr.

Susan E. Mehrtens.

FC:

of the first group that started it

WR: You helped build the building.
FC: Yes.
SM: When you say the "first group," was this C.C. Little's
original-FC: Yes.
SM: When was that?
FC: I went to work for the Laboratory October the fourth, 1929.
SM: And what was there?

Was it just an open field, or did you

have a building.
FC: Just woods.

That's when I went to work at the Lab, but I went

to work for the company building it in May of that year.
worked there all summer.

We

And, of course, it was when I went to

work for the Lab, I found out that there was a place being made,
construction being done.

It was all work, so I went down and

was hired, and was there 40 years.
SM: I

(laughter)

see~

FC: But when we first got there, it was just trees and woods,
fields, and we cleared a place, and went to work, carried brick

2

and mortar, and whatever.
SM: And shortly thereafter, didn't the stock market crash?

That

would be about the time of the great stock market crash.
FC: That was not the time of the stock market crash.
WR: That was '29, wasn't it?
SM: Yes, 1929.
WR: But we didn't feel the effects of it til about, what? '31,
along in there?
FC: Yes,

'31.

Something like that.

SM: What do you remember of C.C. Little? What was he like as a
person?
FC: He was a great man.
best men that ever

No doubt about it.

He was one of the

breathed. He took us all in, everybody, after

the group came there.

It was just one big family.

AS: He never let any of the doctors talk about brackets when they
came there, because we were a family, and he didn't believe in
these brackets that they have now.
SM: "Bracket" in the sense of ranks and class and all that?
FC: There was no such thing as ranks and class with him, and all
the group that came with him was the same way.
were the same way--very friendly,

All these doctors

... groups that were living ...

We had groups together, parties, and fishing groups 'chat would
separate into parties, two sides. Then, the winning side put on a
dinner--this was all stag.
SM: Did you not have any women in the first group?
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FC: Yes.
WR: We used to ... was there.
AS: ... whole ... doctor.
FC: I didn't mean Emilia Vickery, I meant Elizabeth Fekete.
WR: I was going to say, the secretary.
FC: Mary Russell came with the group.
SM: But you used to have parties?
AS: Each one, a doctor and his wife, and one of the assistants,
and their wives, would plan these parties.

And they shifted

around, so that you didn't have the same four each time.
You'd deal with first one doctor and the wife and then with
the other.

And, they would have these parties, have refreshments,

play all kinds of games.
SM: And this would be every month?
FC: Once a month.

It was set up so we would have these

entertainment parties once a month, and this went on til, well,
for many years.
AS: Right up until the fire.
WR: Right, up til the fire.

After the fire, well even after the

fire, I can remember one or two, and they always had the Christmas
party.
FC: Oh yes.
AS: That was for all of the children.
WR: Then Prexy used to have a party every year for the whole group,

4

.

a cocktail party, once or twice.

Speaking of Prexy, when Prexy

was born, they lost the mold.

Fe: Yes, that's true.
WR: That's the only way I can explain it.
AS: Prexy was a man that saw ahead for years and years.

When he

was President of the University out in Michigan, he started to
preach birth control--bingo! they kicked him out!

Now, Michigan's

has a fund for abortions for girls that get pregnant.

That shows

you how the world changed.
SM: And how he was such a pioneer.

Fe: What's that?
SM: He was such a pioneer.

Fe: Yes.
AS: I

know someone asked him about the colored race.

He said,

"The only way that will be settled will be through intermarriage,"
and it seems to be working out that way now.

I mean, he had foresight

and he was a man that enjoyed everything.

Fe: Yes, he sure did.
AS: And a genuis at about everything.

He could sit and listen and

hear a bird call, and tell you the whole history of the bird, and
the same with animals.

I remember one day, he was out hunting,

and he saw this red fox running by the sawdust pile.

I remember

he came back and got out water paints and drew the whole thing
out.
SM: So he was an artist as well.
AS: He could do everything, I tell you.
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FC: He was a man that would have just as much fun as the next one.
If there was anything going on, he was one to be in it.
AS: I know one of the doctors from away asked him one day I heard
him, "How did you happen to build this place way out here in the woods?"
IIAway from everything here in Maine, just two reasons: out
here there's no distractions, from things outside, the
Maine people have to be observing.

They can't go down the

street, same's as you do in a tizzy, and walk by people without
saying anything, or saying Hi.1I
FC: He says-AS: Two-thirds of our mutations have been found by Maine people,
because they are more observing.
SM: How did it come about that you began to raise mice, and sell
them?
FC: Well, of course, all the staff brought mice with them when
they came from Michigan.
WR: They brought them along with them.
(laughter)
AS: Strains that ... they could use, you know, like in
grafting.

Used identical twins.

Well, they bred mice so

close together that they would just be like identical twins.
FC: Of course, as the value of the mouse became allover the world,
we started raising them to sell.
WR: Actually, Frank, didn't they sta+t actually to raise mice
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during the Depression, to get money when things went down?

Fe: Yes.
WR: And they began to think that they could make some money.

Fe: The government took over part of the buying, a lot of
the mice, to look into the atomic bomb.

They thought the mice,

well, I mean--the studying of the atomic bomb.

The first bomb was

dropped on Japan--the building of it, some parts of it, I forget
what part they used the mice, but it was .... Dr. Russell-AS: During the war, they raised mice for them to experiment with
gasses, and things.

Also, way I understand it, mice will detect

gas much faster than people or anything.

They used

~hem,

you

know, more or less, as an alarm system.
WR: Well, of course, during the war, we raised mice, an9 they used
the brain of the mice for Jap encephalitis-B serum.

This I don't

know exactly how or where or what, but we used to, we raised
millions and millions of these mice, if you remember right, during
the war.

But I was thinking back, during the Depression, really

things got rough back in there.

Fe: Probably did.
WR: They began to do all this.

This was just before I carne, but I

remember you telling about it.

I was thinking that was really the

thing that started Prexy into thinking that he could sell these
valuable mice and he did.

Fe: You were saying in the Depression that things got real
serious, I mean, I know that myself, my family were making $50 a
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month, and we had to, in order to, the Laboratory wasn't getting
the money they needed to run ... They all took drastic
cuts in wages, but everything turned out fine because,
as Watson says, they had victory gardens, and they had various
things going on, to try to keep going.
SM: They were very resourceful, it sounds like.
FC: Yes.

Right.

One of the Murray boys was in charge of the

garden up in Hampden, I guess it was, Bangor. Yes, at father's
place.

They ran a victory garden up there for a couple of

summers, I recall, so, it was still a family group.

Everybody

worked together.
AS: There was no doctor trying to keep back what he or she was doing
from the others, because they would hold meetings and tell.

The fact

is, the way I understand it, they held the meeting, and different
ones took different things to study, and they would report their
findings each month, and take suggestions from the other doctors,
what they thought they might try, or do, to improve.
WR: Well, of course, another thing that's true today, and this has
been true for some years, if things happen, if they got any amount
of money, or if anything drastic happened, Prexy brought the crowd
together.

He explained it to them and told them.

he got the money to build Unit 2.

I remember when

You remember?

FC and AS: Yes.
WR: He called us all up into the old histology lab, and he said
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that III got an amount of money--forty thousand dollars to do
that. II

Do you remember it?

FC: Yes.
WR: And he said, "When you get all through tonight, we'll go to
the house and have a party."

And we did.

That was Prexy, and

this is one of the things, of course, that doesn't happen today,
after he left, nobody knew what was going on.
FC: Right.
WR:

... managed (laughter)

FC: Well, I think that's true, very true.
WR: Well, Frank, it was true.

It was true.

8M: Would he call a meeting if some bad news had come, too?
WR: Yes, just the same.

But I don't remember any real bad news

that ever came through after that one time, the time of the-do you Frank?
FC: No, I don't remember anything very serious other than the
start of the Depression, and, of course, the start of World War
II.

He had us all together, and explained what was going to

happen, and what was to happen, and what we could expect..

Of

course, when the War broke out, a lot of the boys went into
service, we cut down a great deal on the employees.

Everything

had to be cut down, and especially during the Depression.
WR: There was no advancement in the research at all, all during
that time. They put everything into the animals, so they could
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raise for the service, you know. I don't remember.

If

things got rough, and money got a little bit scarce, he'd tell us
about that too.

I mean, I don't remember anything awful.

AS: Not so we got any cutback.
WR: That's what I mean.

Prexy was very open.

If he had something

that he wanted to tell us, he'd tell us.
SM: Maybe we should, just for the purposes of the history, clarify
when each of you came, and then sort of what you did.

So, Mr.

Clark, you were here from the very beginning.
FC: Right from the beginning.

I went to work down at the

Laboratory in 1929, in October, and then, for a while, we had
another gen tleman there by the name of Frank Oakes.
'--'

Frank" and he was "Old Frank."

(laughter)

I was "Young

He and I went to work

in cleaning up some of the work left outside after the contractors
had ... furnace, the old lumber and stuff like that, to keep
the fires going.
driver.

And then, I was everything, I guess, from truck

One truck we had was from Michigan, an old touring car, a

•

Page touring car, as fire red as could be, and we drove that
around, and then Murray bought a truck, and that's about all.
WR: Did you live there, Frank?
FC: Afterwards.
AS: We even got garbage duty.
garbage.

Going around collecting everybody's

Was it Friday mornings, or Saturday mornings?

FC: Mostly Friday, I guess.
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AS: We had to take our tUrns.
SM: Jacks of all trades.
AS: That's what I mean.

They worked like a family.

FC: •.. this old man, Mr. Oakes.

This man Oakes, he and I worked

there together about--well, he stayed there, I guess, about a
month, when the work subsided enough that I could handle what was
supposed to be done which ... "gardeners and everything else ...
inside of the building, and from then on, Mr. Oakes went to
Bangor.

H~

was living in Bangor, and then he came back, oh, about

the first spring, sometime, and worked the rest of his time like
that, and I was a jack of all trades.
SM: Which one of you two was ..• Which
AS: I came in March 1937, seven years after the Lab had started.
As memory serves, there was a very small crew there, and I worked
with the mice--I started in changing mice for Dr. William Murray,
Dr. Bill Murray.

He was Prexy's right-hand man.

great combination, I thought.

They were a

They got along good.

WR: I guess they were.
AS: They really ganged up on me, and both of them were so nice to
work for, made it nice.

I know when I first went there, they used

to number the mice, you know, punch their ears, up to 99.

And

when I first went there, I'd been there about a week, when Dr.
Murray says--(these cages had a hundred mice to a cage)
"Allen, I'm going td be gone this afternoon.
mice in the three cages there, will you?"

Number those
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I wasn't too used to handling them, and if it hadn't been for
Frank, who carne in to help me, I might have been now (laughter)
The next morning, Bill carne in, and he said, " You
get those mice numbered?" And I said, "Yes, they're all numbered."
I said, "I got to admit, Don and Frank had to help me on the end."
He said, "Well, I'm all through with them.
etherize them now?"

You want to take and

That's once when I really was teed off!

That

was Murray, I'm willing to bet you 'money that you
can read mice's numbers and you can punch them.

And I said,

"You're right!"
SM: That would be a very vivid way to begin your mice work.

And

Mr. Robbins, when did you corne?
WR: August 24, 1936.
AS: Watson came right after me.
WR: The same year.
name? Don? Byron?

Yes, I took--what was the McPheters' boy's
I don't know what happened to him.

FC: His brother, Byron, worked there.
WR: Yes, he worked there, but not when I was there.
AS: Byron got through just before I went.
WR: This was the young McPheters' boy, ... I went in to work in the
wash rooms, washing boxes for Frank.
FC: He was Old Frank.
WR: Yes, Old Frank and I, until--it must have been right around
the beginning of the war that Henry Smith, and who was the other
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fellow who was with him? They both were taken into the service.
AS: Tinny Mayo.
WR: Mayo, Tinny Mayo.

Here again, I'd been upstairs doing mice,

changing mice, and stuff, until I went to work for Johnny Bitner,
when that happened.

And I worked up through from there.

SM: Did you folks go off to the war, or did you continue to work
at the Lab?
WR: I went up and had my physical.
FC: I did too.
WR: And you did too, I guess, but I was working--I don't know
about Frank, I don't remember whpt happened to him, but I remember
I was working taking care of Swiss, and this was the Jap
encephalitis-B serum that they were using these for, and I went
up--maybe we all went the same time--but anyway, when I came back,
the next day or day after, or so, I get a letter come with my
indefinite deferment.

And I went to Prexy and asked him if he had

said anything, tried to get me off, and he said no.

He said t

"If

they want you, they know where you are, but," he said, " ... that's
where you can go."
your age.

But I think with you, it was age.

It was

Now I don't know about Allen--

AS: I went up, took my physical.

I got almost through it when he

says, "Well, I guess you'll never get up and go to war,"
"You've got a punctured eardrum.

I'

I says "When did they start

fighting with their ears?" (laughter)
explain it to you."

He says,

He says, "Well, I'll

He says, "A punctured eardrum--if they ...
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and put you in one of those gas chambers, with a gas mask, you'll
never know when they bring you out, because that hole goes right
through, and with a gas mask, you'd just die, that's all."

He

says, "That could be very easily slipped up, so they just put you
in limited service."

So they put me in the limited service, and a

month later, I got a call to go, so I geared up.
party for me, nice support.

Went up, and they

said to me, "What are you up here for?"
called up to go."

They had a big

I says, "I'm supposed to be .

They went all through the records.

They said,

"Can't find a record on you. Go and take the physical again."

I'm

in no shape to take a physical . . 1 went to a party last night!"
(laughter).

He says, "Well, go through anyway."

.So, I went

through, a.nd when they got through, a bunch of us were lined up,
that had something wrong, and he kept saying, "You married? You
married? Yes, yes."
he says "No."
I came back.

By and by, he gets to this little fellow, and

He says, "You're it.

You others are excused."

They were all surprised, of course,

to see me, and Prexy asked me what happened--the whole
story.

He said, "We need you here, while we're raising mice for

the Army," he says "Would you mind if I ask to keep you here?"
And I says, "No.

It's up to you.

I'd just as soon be here as in

some old hospital carryinq bed pans."

So I got a thing through

the mail--a deferment--to work in the Lab.

WR: I think though, that all of us, our age was a little against
us.
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FC: It was for me.
WR: Because we were all up in--1et's see, I was 30 and 31.
would have been pretty close to that.

You

Frank, you must have been-

FC: Thirty-five, I think, because I went through the physical and
everything was alright, and the whole ... Of course, I knew that
the limit was 35, but I didn't know but that it might have been
changed.
WR: Not only that, we were all married, and had children too.
FC: And then I got a card in the mail.

necessary, I would not

be called.
AS: One thing the town was thanktu1 for, for the Jackson
Laboratory, way back, I started a blood bank, due to. the fact that
Everett Farley, Dr. Coffin and I were great friends.

He called me

two 0'c10ck in the morning, says "Everett Farley's had a bad
accident, and I need blood just as fast as you can get it, Allen.
Will you call everyone from the Lab?"
there, and I went down.

And I got four or five over

Dr. Coffin says "Everyone of them's the

wrong type, Allen. We're rushing him right through to Bangor just as
fast as we can." So, the next day, I went down, and started a
blood bank, and we really kept that hospital going with blood.
gave them 14 gallons.
SM: Oh my goodness!
FC:
AS: They gave me a real nice thing from the hospital thanking me
for starting the blood bank, and the whole thing and everything.

I
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They had a special party over there, and we were invited, and my
wife says, "You go get a new suit." I says, "I'm not going to get
a new suit! To go to that hospital party, my suit's good enough."
Well, you know women.

I got a new suit!

(laughter)

So, we went

over in May, gave me that, then I had a thing from Red Cross, when
I got to 12 gallons, a plaque from them, then I gave two after
that.

I'd like to give now.

SM: Do they think you have tired blood? Why don't they take you
now?
AS: Because Dr. Cooper says "You've given enough blood.
enough young ones running around.

There are

Let them give it!"

SM: Were all of you working at the Lab at the time of the fire.
WR, AS and FC: Yes.

SM: Do you remember that day?
FC: Well, I wasn't at the Main Lab at the time, but I was working
at Hamilton Station, with the dogs.

I was very much involved in it.

SM: Hamilton Station didn't burn, did it?
FC: No.
WR: That was about the time you took over there, wasn't it?
FC: It was just before that.
AS: We were living on the place.

In the caretaker's place, where

Frank used to live ..
FC: I was up there at Hamilton Station just before the fire, and
took care of the dogs, and did most of the ... taking care of
them, but the Laboratory was--I believe if it wasn't for the
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Laboratory, Bar Harbor would be a ghost town.
AS: Oh yes.
SM: Now initially, I heard that the fire was not supposed to
spread down to the Lab, right?
FC: Wasn't supposed to.
AS: Wasn't supposed to go anywhere.
SM: And then when they realized it was coming, it was really too
fast-AS: Way too fast; they couldn't stop it.

The wind shifted, and

when that shifted--it was blowing a gale--there was really three
fires. One coming right over the. top of the trees, one burning the
trees, and one in the ground, coming behind.

It burned down in

the ground a month after the other fire was over.
FC: ... 1 was probably the first one down to the Laboratory the day
after, that night, after the Lab burned.

I was down with

someone, one of the men came to the house, one of the assistants,
with a summer student.
Laboratory.

He said, something could be saved at the

Well, there was nobody else around but me.

had all gone, so I went down.
WR: We had moved.

Everybody

The place was just a plain then.

They were building Unit 3 at the time of the

fire, and we had moved a thousand cages of Swiss up to Hamilton
Station, .. one of the

do you remember?

You know,

~hat

actually saved part of the Laboratory.
Fe: That's why I say, the next morning, when we went right back down
there, when it came daylight, and everything was just burned flat,
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I mean, there was nothing there then, but you know the shipping
room down there?

When we went in there, that shipping room was

all cement, and there were--I don't know--about 15 cages of mice,
that were supposed to be going out the next day, and those mice
were all alive.
SM: They were alive?
WR: Yes, we sent them up to the Hamilton Station.
Fe: They went through the fire, but, as I say-WR: They were down alongside the old garage

f

Fe: Besides the old garage, it was all cement.
WR: All cement.
AS: Well, every now and then, when we were emptying, we would find
a box with a live one in it.
Fe:

... half an dozen, or a dozen cages already to be shipped ...

WR: Actually, they weren't much good though.

They were sterile,

most of them were, if I remember right.
8M: Now why was that?
WR and Fe: The heat.
WR: You see, if a mouse range reaches a certain degree, it becomes
sterile.
Fe: Although ... the heat of the fire, of course, the whole
building was just a raging torrent.
WR: See, Unit 2 was like a bomb.
whole thing.
but the--

Built of cement and concrete, the

The only thing that was wooden on it was the roof,
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AS: ..• helped out, it was blazing so, we used lots of kerosene,
killing the bedbugs.
WR: See, the old original building was all brick on the outside,
the walls, but it was completely wood inside.

It was a wood

interior completely--wood floors, wood beams, wood
racks--everything, and that just went up like tinder.
FC: I imagine it did.

When we got down there that night, ... that

was Thursday, and of course, the whole inside of the building was
just like a blow torch had been put to it ... you couldn't look at
it, but the heat, you could feel the heat.
WR: We had--of course, I remember I had a bunch of men up to Hulls
Cove working on the fire-AS: That's where I was.
WR: That's where you were.
AS: When I came back-WR: And they told us that the Lab was burning, I couldn't believe
it. I couldn't believe it, but--you remember where Dick Mcpike
used to live, right there on top of the hill?
AS: Yes.
WR: I was down on the bluffs when that crowning fire went through,
there were only four of us, and I ran like hell to get up to where
Dick's house was.

It burned holes in my sweater .... You know, they

took their coats, their jackets off.
AS: I was up there, by Dick's house, and someone came out and
said, "It's headed towards town, and towards the Laboratory," and
I said, "Jeepers, Dale'll

h~~the

crew down there working." I
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came down there.

I run down, I says, "Dale, Dale, the fire's

coming this way, and coming fast.

You'd better get these girls

out of here."
SM: Now was this Dale Foley?
AS: Yes. So Dale said, "They were supposed to let me know."

Then

about that time, the evacuation whistle started to blow, so Dale
took them up the street'.
WR: They had to go through Seal Harbor, didn't they?

They had to

go back through Seal Harbor: that was the only way to get out.
SM: These women were workers in the Lab?
All: They were working at the LaG, yes.
SM: How did Prexy respond the day after, among the smoldering
ruins.

What was his response?

WR: Well, Prexy--he said, "We're going to build it back."

There

were two or three places; one was in New York; there was another
one down around Massachusetts; and another one somewheres--I've
forgotten where it was--that called him and wanted him to move the
Laboratory to these places.
too.

He wouldn't do it.

They were going to give some money

He said no.

again, and it did go back up again.

It went right back up
No, he wouldn't do that.

He

wouldn't even listen to it.
SM: How did you folks individuallv feel seeing everything in
ashes?
WR: Well, I don't know.

I remember it was quite a blow.

FC: It sure was.
WR: If you stopped and thought about it, I heard many people say
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"To hell with this.

We don't care, and all this thing," but, you

know, after we stood there, and saw that damned thing burn down, I
think there was some pretty sad boys there.
FC: There sure was. Nobody knew what really happened.

After all,

we worked there for many years, all of us, and then, to think that
everything had collapsed, I mean, there was nothing left.

WR: Yes.
FC: That is, the Hamilton Station was still there, but that was
all.
WR: But, Frank, Prexy was very encouraging.

He took us all-

-if you remember--and told us we.weren't going to loose our jobs.
We were going to go to work ...
FC:

I remember that.

SM: What does that mean?

We went to lumbering?

AS: Cutting down the damned trees.
WR: Well, they did everything ...
FC: No one who was there was out of work.
WR: That's what I mean.
that left?

There was one or two left.

Or he was about to leave.

Was it Bitner

There was a couple that was

about to leave.
FC: Cloudman had left before.
WR: George Woolley was the one.

He was about to leave, wasn't he?

FC: He was getting his mice ready to leave.
WR: He was going to Sloan-Kettering, I think it was.
AS: My wife was taking care of his mice.
WR: And he lost those.

And I think he went right out, very
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shortly after that. But there was somebody else, about that time.
Fe: I'm not good at names.
WR: I can't either, Frank.
not too long afterwards.
one! Walt Heston.
remember which.

George Jay stayed a while, but he left
He went to National--Heston, that's the

He left just before, or just after, I don't
I think it was just before, because the crew was

fairly short.
Fe: I don't believe there was over 12 of us, after the fire.
WR: Outside of the doctors, the scientific staff.

I don't think

it was over that at the time.
Fe: Of course, you see, the Lab, ,the building, had to be rebuilt
before the animals could come back in.

Of course, we opened up

there in Hamilton Station, took all that was available-WR: They went right to work and fixed up the old Unit 2, remember.
Fe: Yes.
WR: Because I remember we moved a thousand cages into Unit 2, on
January 1, 1948.
AS: I know we used that steam jenny there to clean the place.
WR: That was black!
SM: An incredible job.
WR:

remember that ... We had one room in Unit 2 that they fixed

up, and moved back into it again, and then they went on and built,
but, if you remember, they didn't put a roof on the building; they
just tarred the top of it,
Fe: That's right.
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Then we moved what we had up to Hamilton Station.
FC: I remember when they were rebuilding the roof on the old part
of the building, ... went on strike
SM: Oh no!
FC: ... all us guys back.
WR: That's right.
END OF SIDE ONE
WR: The three of us gave our lives to that laboratory.
FC: Yes, we did.
WR: Because I know many nights we were down there til one or two
in the morning, working on that old bedbug program.
AS: Oh my God!
WR: .We' d be down there all night.
AS: ... After dipping.
FC: I changed every mouse ... on that top floor,

... I worked night

and day.
SM: The campaign lasted a week?
WR: Yes.

We had to do it.

creosote.

Everyone at the Lab, and then they got

Do you remember how sick Donny got then, from the

damned creosote?

And things like this, nobody in the Laboratory

but the three of us remember those things now.
Fe: ...

AS:

hang them up to dry, and change them into new boxes.

FC: Everybody was bringing boxes and things.
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WR: Well, there was only--let's see, there was you and I, and
Frank, and Donny Harris-Fe: Harold was there.
WR: Yes, but Harold-Fe: He didn't put himself out much.
AS: You two said it; I didn't, did I?
Fe: Well, if you remember-WR: Another job that he was working on.
AS: I remember us hanging a pail of water over the door. When he
came in late he got damn wet.

(laughter)

WR: So do I. But. anyway, those are the things that damned few
people know about.
Fe: Yes. That's true.
WR: The funny part of it is--I've seen Prexy come down there,
strip his short coat off, and roll up his sleeves, and work right
along with us, too.

Many, many days I'd seen him do that.

SM: Why did this have to be done at night?
AS: Because of water pressure could not wash boxes during the day.
Fe: There was no point in quitting because bedbugs would take
over.
WR: You just went through the whole thing.
AS:

and not a person we knew of ever took one home.

WR: Not only that, I'll tell you something else, and I don't think
you ever did.

There wasn't one of us that ever got an hour's

overtime for this.
Fe and AS: No.
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AS: No sir, no overtime.
SM: My word!
WR: In all the years that I worked for the Laboratory.
FC: I never got overtime.
AS: I never in my life got any overtime in 42 years.
WR:

I never did.

We did it because we were interested and, I bet

they wouldn't do it now.
AS: They won't stay for a drink of water, unless they get paid.
SM: When did that change?
WR: When Prexy left.

No, I won't say that entirely.

More or less

when Prexy left.
FC: More or less is right.
WR: More or less because--of course, the thing I think that really
hurt the whole of us old-timers was when Green actually
kicked Bill Murray out, when he was in the hospital; he fired him.
Do you remember this?

And this hurt us all.

FC: Not only Bill Murray, but when he never gave Prexy a place.
WR: Oh no.
FC: To come back to ever.
Wr: This all hurt us.
FC: Never even a room, or any place he could use.
WR: It was a long time.
so had Frank.

I know I--I had known him, so had Allen,

We knew Dr. Green from back to 1938 when he first

came there.
FC: He was a college summer student.
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WR: But I think this--it was a long time before we had the same
feeling for Green, and I never had the same feeling for him.
Fe: Well, he changed.
AS: He was a nice guy, but he didn't know how to mix with us.
Fe:

... when he was a summer student. After the

summer program closed, and he stayed ... He was a good guy, seemed
to be.
WR: Then he came back as a summer investigator, I think it was.
Fe: Yes.
WR: But, I don't know--that escapade with Prexy and Bill really-it really took the gip right out of us.
Fe: You'd have thought at least he would have an office for him,
never turn him right out altogether.
AS: Of all the times Frank was there, when he retired, Earl had
Frank and Watson, and-Fe: Fuller.
AS: You work for Fuller.
AS: And ehai.
WR: And Foley.
Fe: Foley was there.
AS: Well, anyway, had them up one afternoon-Fe: Not afternoon, at night.
AS: Oh, I didn't know that!

One night, after work.
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FC: Oh yes! ...
AS: But I just know that those silver bowls over there by Watson
is what was given there to you, when you retired, and when Prexy
heard about it, we went up to his place.

We had a big shindig up

there for Frank, and the whole ..• crew was up there.
SM: Very different style, it sounds like.
FC: That was one great party.
AS: Whole afternoon, part of the evening
WR: Well, when I retired, Dale Foley, and who was the other one?
Dale Foley and somebody else,

I guess--I don't know if it was Bob

or Fred, one or the other, the

o~ly

thing there was there ..•• I

retired a little different than you two fellas.
SM: How?
WR: Well, they wanted to get rid of me, so they gave me a sabbatical
from April to January.

He knew I wanted to get through, so

actually I didn't retire until January, but I did.

I left the Lab

in April, April 1st.
AS: I think the girls are the ones to raise a big party.
WR: Well, what little party I had, they did.
take over, I guess.

That was the whole story, why they wanted me

to get out.
SM: Wanted to take over what?
WR: I was general superintendent at that time.
SM: You retired last of the three?
WR: No.

Tom Hyde wanted to
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AS: November the 7th.

Let's see ... it was November the 7th.

WR: It was a couple of years after I left there ... it must have
been ...
AS: Let's see. I'm 73 now, retired when I was 75.
WR: When you were what?
AS: Ah, 65.

(laughter)

I'm all mixed up here, so that would be-

-what?-WR: You retired when you were 65?
1980, eight years, eight years.

Well, that would be 7 years,
It would be November ... I

actually retired--I mean my final retirement, final paycheck was
December 31, 1974, because I was 64.

I was only 64 when I

retired.
AS: Let's see.

I had been at the Lab almost 42 years, lacking

three months, I think it was ...
FC: I took early retirement.
WR: I thought you did, Frank.
retirement.

I took it at 62.
I thought you took early

Many times I've thought about ... today, but I

couldn't remember.

Now how old are you?

FC: Eighty.
WR: You're eighty? ... four years older than I am.
FC: ... over 200 years.
SM: That's right.

I know. I know, It's wonderful.

WR: Well, if Frank's eighty, 1111 be 76 in July, and he's 73,
that's pretty close to it! (laughter)
AS: Another thing Prexy started called--

28

Were you in on the first twenty-five year-FC: Oh yes.
AS: It was you, Frank, Donny and I, wasn't it?
WR: ... on that. Everett went in 1938 because he took my place.
think it was 1938--my place in the wash room.

I

I think he did.

AS: Everett was.
WR: I think he was.
AS: That was the start-Wr: You and I and Frank, and Donny Harris.
there.

I think Everett was

I'm not sure, but I think he was.

AS: Bill Murray was in on the-WR: Bill Murray was there, but he wasn't--wasn't there--oh, yes.
George Snell was in there, wasn't he?
FC: Well, George Snell was

one of the original--

WR: No, no, but he came just before we did.

Yes, but I mean for

the 25 year-FC: Oh yes.
WR: Allen was talking about the 25 year--we used to have, every
year, a Christmas party.

Am I right?

Christmas, at the Christmas party.

I think we had that each

The first of it, I mean.

FC: That was--the Christmas parties we adults had was after the
children's party.
SM: I see.

Everybody got drunk (laughter).

Did they do things--now, I know, for example, I've

been at the Lab at Christmas time where they will have
competitions, for example, in decorating glass windows.

Did they

29

have things like that back then?
FC: No. I don't remember anything like that.
WR: We used to have a--well, I guess not, now that I think of it.
I think while Prexy was there, we had the children's party.
FC: I don't remember having any after Prexy left.
WR: He had the big Christmas parties, for the kids, but I was
trying to think whether we had them before, for the children.
FC: Prexy used to be Santa Claus.
SM: Oh really.
WR: He did.

Do you remember how Prexy used to be Santa Claus and

came through the window, and

Dic~

looked up at him, and said 'Hi,

Paw."
AS: "That's my father!" (laughter) Poor Prexy, coming through the
bushes, a tree snapped back and hit him across the nose, and tears
running down his cheeks, so he could hardly see, climbing in the
window, and Keucher or someone had drove a nail in the window, to
hang something out of the window, tore Prexy's suit pants, caught
on the nail.

There he was, suspended, ... in the air.

wiggling back and forth.

He kept

It ripped his pants, and let go, so,

Prexy didn't know how much had ripped, so (laughter) he had to
move around so not to show his
FC: That's one thing about Dr. Little--he was always in on
everything.
AS: Oh yes.

He got the biggest kick out of that.

WR: Do you remember--you fellas must remember the fishing parties
they had at the main lab, and old Doc Gordon was there, and Prexy
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started frying mice.
FC: Yes.
SM: Frying mice??
AS: Southern fried mice.
WR: He was trying to make Doc Gordon sick, I guess.
AS: Doc Gordon said damn him, he is trying to make me sick and he
is.
SM: Was he going to eat these mice?
WR: Oh no. He was just doing this to--well--make Doc Gordon sick.
AS: Torture, kind of.
WR: I don't remember that.
FC: No.
AS: I do.

(laughter) I think'Tibby Russell did. But, in talking

here, have you noted it's always been "Prexy"?

Well, that's the way,

when my daughter was very young, she started to say "Dr. Little," he
said, "Now look, Nancy, you're one of the family.
them call me "Prexy."

Why don't you?"

She looks at me, and I

said, "If Prexy says you can call him "Prexy," OK."
that, it was always "Prexy."

All the rest of

So after

One day, he called me in the office,

and I thought "Now what the hell have I done?"

So, I went in, he

hands me a picture of Nancy, sitting on the steps down to the mess
hall, and says "You recognize that?" "Where did you get that?"
says, "That came through the mail, with this," and he held out a
check for a hundred dollars, and said, "We came to visit around
your place, but most people were gone, and this little girl here

He
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took us round, and told us all about everything, she
kept saying "Prexy" and we said,"Who's this "Prexy"?'
nOh, that's Dr. Little.

She says,

He told me to call him "Prexy."

that's why I'm calling him Prexy."

So

And they said that we were so

impressed, here's a hundred dollars toward your fund.
SM: WOW!
AS: Which I could have used it.

(laughter)

WR: I guess we all could in those days.
FC: Yes, in those days, we all could have.
WR: Do you remember, too, the day that--I forgot who it was ...
Jerry Higgins, I guess.

They drqpped the mail off, and Keucher

opened it, and two hundred thousand, or a big bunch of money came
out of the envelope.

Nobody ever knew where it came from.

AS: The all-time great big goldbacks.
WR: Full of money.
SM: My goodness!
WR: I don't know how much was in there.

I can't remember.

FC: I don't think they ever did find out where it came from.
WR: I don't know if they did--no, I don't think they did either.
I don't think they ever knew where it came from.
AS: It was a hell of a lot of money ..• You remember, because it
was all goldbacks.

They called in goldbacks.

WR: It think it was, because they were big bills, in an unsealed
envelope.
SM: How extraordinary!
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WR:

K~~.ch

picked it up, reached in for it, whatever it was, and she

says, "My god."
Fe: They thought it might be a bank robbery, no one
ever knew where the money came from.
WR: I do know they had the FBI and everything.

I don't think

they ever found out ... And I don't remember how much it was.
Fe: It was a good sum.
AS: The FBI came down to get all the serial numbers, you
know, but that was all that was to it.
Fe: ...
SM: What were some of the rewards of working at the Lab?
Fe: Oh, just-WR: Good friends.
SM: Good friends
WR: Yes, I guess that's one thing.
five years before I retired.
rough.

I know I loved my job until

Then it began to get--well, a little

I think everybody had a feeling "Boy, I'm a part of this"

and it was worth something to them.
Fe: I think you're right.

I think it's the same thing. We all

made a good, reasonable living, and raised our families, which
we've always--in my own case, to raise a family ... It always
seemed to be something .•• up the ladder ...
WR: That's right.

It was a--It gave you a feeling of

security ... I've got people in my own family, who come and they'll
curse the lab, and all that, and I tell them, "Mister, you better
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pay attention to what you're doing, because you got more security
than any damned man in this town, right there at that Laboratory."
"Aw, we haven't either.

That Laboratory's rough."

that Laboratory ever goes, it's just as Prexy said,

I says, "If
'The

government will take that over in a minute.'"
FC: That's sure.
WR: It makes me mad to hear people criticize it.
AS: All during the fire and everything, there was never a payday
but we had our checks.

Right after the fire, they hunted us all

up, and made sure we had our checks.
FC: I never lost a day's pay in forty years.
WR: No, I didn't either.
AS: I never did.
WR: No, I never did--all the years I was there.
SM: But it sounds like there was a tremendous camaraderie too.
You know, in the sense of people liking each other, working well
together.
WR: We all had a good time, we all followed each other, and I
can't help it, I think there's a feeling of, of justification.
You had something that a lot of people didn't have.
SM: Did you ever feel 'you were participating in great scientific
discoveries?
WR: Oh yes, I'm sure we did.
FC: We all did.

We were always doing something toward that, yes.

WR: I remember in the years gone by, that I went to the seminars
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and the animal care panels, and all of this, which I used to go
to quite often. The last of it, I got a feeling of that I wanted
to get out of this place, and go somewhere else.

I think

everybody gets that feeling. once in a while, but I'd go to one of
those seminars, and meet the other people, and hear them talk and
think, "I got a pretty damned good place to work. I guess I'll
stay right where I am."

When we travelled, we travelled with the

best, and there was never any question how much we had to spend,
as far as our food or our lodgings.
and I've listened to some of them.

We stayed at the best places,
I can remember--whlch

was it?

the Food and Drug Administration boys--they had just so much
money, and boy! they had to be just as careful with that--oh, I
don't know, the Laboratory was a wonderful place.

No doubt about

it.
SM: Did it get overladen with a lot of administrative rules and
regulations?
WR: Yes, now, but it wasn't.

Fe: Oh, yes.
WR: Not then.

Each one had-well, Frank had the Hamilton Station,

and Allen had the stockroom.

I had the other part of it, and we

never had any arguments between us.

We all felt that we were all

getting something out of it, and I remember the first time that I
went out, I went out to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to see Bill Russell.
And he took me out into the mouse room, went into the wash room,
and

sho~ed

me the washing machines, and I come back, I was fascinated
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with it.

They washed all the stuff by machinery.

it before.

I never heard of

I don't think anybody ever ... because that was the

first one ever made.

I came back and I told Dale about it.

I

told two or three people about it, and they all laughed at me.
thought we ought to have one.

I

All but George Snell, and George

came down one day, "Watson, write down to Bill Russell.

See if he

will send you up the prints of that" and by golly, they did. They
bought one.

That was the second ... I've got pictures of that

darned ...
AS: Not like the one he invented!

(laughter)

You remember that?

FC: Yes.
AS: First time he cranked her over, 18 or 20 bottles broke.
WR: That was quite a set-up. When we put that washing machine in,
that was a bottle washer--the whole business, we had everything
done by-SM: Before that, everything had been done by hand?
WR: Everything had been done by hand.
FC: You know, I was thinking the other day, about the amount of
mice were raised when you were there, but when we first started in
the new wooden boxes,

the mice got ... canary seed, and a dog

cracker in the box, and all they got for liquid was a glass dish
of milk, once a day, and that only stayed in there about four or
five hours, was taken out.

Now, I believe we raised just as many

mice per capita then as we've been doing today.
WR: I think you did, ••. too, Frank.
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FC: Of course, there maybe more now.
WR: I'm not sure but, the system you had was better than the
system they're using today.

I've always thought so.

FC: All the liquid those mice got--it didn't make any difference
if it was one or four in a box, and they got that one little dish
of what they called a ... We had two tablespoons of milk
WR: Well, not much more than that.

That was before my time,

because, Frank, when I went in there, they were using bottles then.
•
AS: They were when I came, Frank.
Fe: They worked for years.
AS:
FC: Four or five years, when we first went there ... milk that they
used.

The mice seemed to do good on it.

WR: I liked the system that they used in those days, rather than
the system they're using now.

That's neither here nor there.

Fe: But we didn't use any precautions where now they handle them
all with forceps, and stuff like that.

And years ago, when Dr.

Little was there, we had the dogs, I had a little dog who would go
all through the Laboratory, hunting for mice, and bringing them
in.

Do you remember that old setter?

He'd come out and he'd

catch-WR: Yes, I guess so.
remember this.

Do you remember--I don't think Frank will

Do you remember the girl who had the snake?

AS: Oh, that damn--(laughter)
Fe: I had a snake too, in my office ...
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WR: Yes, but-AS: A summer student brought a snake-SM: A snake??
ALL: Yes.
AS: Yes, and that year, Florence and I were chaperones down to the
place and she came up to me and said "Mr. Salisbury, my roommate
is complaining about my pet."
have for a pet?"

I says, "Is that so?

What do you

And she says, "I've got the most beautiful black

snake--king snake." I says, "How big a snake?" "Oh," she says,
"it's around six foot." I says, "You get that out of here!" I
says "If I was your roommate, that snake would be out in the
middle of the lawn!"

And so, would I too, only time I ever got

scared up there night-watching.

I used to fill in night-watching,

I would go night-watching, so he could watch the fight, and have it in
a room up there.

I'm scared terrible of snakes.

Frank knows, I

threw a whole box of mice and ... at Dr. Little, because he told
Prexy, Prexy came in with this--oh, about three foot long one night-and he heard him say to Clark, •.. is the one that likes them ...
box way up high.

Prexy came in, .•. a beauty, held it up so, like

that, I says "Here!" The box, mice and all, went up and killed
him.

He was all covered with shavings.

..• Clark.

When he went by Frank,

That's one up on you, he says.

(laughter)
SM: Now did the girl and her snake go?

You got one coming.
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AS: Her husband came and took the thing.
WR: Well, but she took it up to the Post Office.

You remember,

you and I went that day. And we said, "Either he's out; that snake
goes, or you and I are going out."

And Dale, he didn't know

anything about it til then, but she took it up to the Post Office.
SM: The snake?
WR: Yes, in a cardboard box, and she took it up to have it shipped
back to her people, or wherever it was supposed to be, and the
postman asked her if it was anything perishable, and she said
"Yes."

And he said, "Well, what is i~?" and he couldn't believe

it when she told him.
hell out of here."

And he says, "You take it, and you get the

They wouldn't even touch it, but, of course,

they don't touch anything live anyway.

And I understood that they

took it to the Express Office, and they wouldn't take it.
She was married, her husband came and got it.
AS: As I was going to say, going to check in the Lab, I'd see a
shadow going, I would jump .•. (laughter) that snake almost drove
me to the water.
WR: Well, that's when they put the kaibash to anyone having a pet
of any description.
FC: Yes.
AS: All but one.

I-iary brought that big dog.

brought that thing for years.
animals.

(laughter) She

But, a funny one, talking about

I shot this bear, and had this bear skin, and I had it
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hung out on the clothesline.

This was after the fire, airing out,

and this guy, a summer student, had been there before, had been
chiding and riding all the other ones about bear and wolves
around the woods, so they'd want to watch out and everything.

So,

I went out on the clothesline, and I pulled the bear down, and I
knocked on the door, for Florence to let me in, and she says,
"Ed is out there with another fella and girls. She says, "Put that
down over you, and go out."
out.

So I bent down and went

I got a little ways, and I went WaSH! And they turned around

and looked, and one says, "Is that Mary's dog?" "No, that's a
bear!" And the ground was all dust.

You've seen the old movies.

These guys running with a cloud of dust flying behind them and the
two girls jumped into the chaperone's room and they were just ready
to go to bed, and they had quite a commotion in there, but anyway, the
next day, old Ed didn't show up to breakfast when the rest did.
Florence said he'd come sneaking up after they'd all gone, and he
says "That damned Salisbury!"

To show how funny things are, when

my brother's operated on in Boston, I went up to see him.
"The guy who put me under, he says he knows you.

He says

I went and

told him my name, that I was from Bar Harbor, he wanted to know if
I knew Allen, "Why yes, that's my brother."

He says, "He's

the one that had the bear hide, scared the hell out of me!" I
tried to see him, but he was off on vacation, so I didn't get to
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see Ed.
SM: Very funny.

How do you think local people regard the lab?

AS: First of it, it was kind of bad because the Lab was shut up
over weekends, and the ammonia> scent and everything.

When we'd go

to work, our clothes would take the scent, and you could go home
and shower and change clothes, and you'd still had odor and the girls
at the bank when a paycheck was coming up always put on twice as much
perfume on check-cashing day, as any other time (laughter).
Because it was really, I mean, no way you could get away from it.
And you can use Lifebuoy soap and still smell.
WR: Well, it would go right into your clothes, penetrate, but I
think too, the townspeople weren't pretty happy with the thing.
But, as it grew, and they found that things really benefited from
the Lab, then they began to turn the other way.

This has been a

big benefit-AS: I haven't seen anyone say anything bad about Prexy.
WR: Not about Prexy. No.
FC: They have about the Lab.
WR: About the Lab.
AS: Oh yes.
WR: I've heard many things said about it, the first of it, but as
it grew, as I say, it's been a big benefit not only to Bar
Harbor, but to the island.

Now, it's getting to be the whole

county.
SM: In the early days, though, aside from the fact that the
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the employees smelled, what else did they say against it?
WR: Oh, I don't know as I can remember.
SM: Was there ever any fear that you would spread germs .•
AS: I never heard them say too much against the Lab.
FC: Of course, it always was the "mouse factory."
WR: There was a sentiment, I think, against it, but then, as I
say, it began to get better.
FC: I don't think that the main people in the town ever said
anything.

. .. and things like that.

I think probably a lot of

people tried to get jobs and couldn't-WR: Well,
FC:

... to a certain extent, and ... job down there, because .••

but I don't think same as the business men, there was anything
against the Laboratory-AS: I don't think the Lab, while Prexy was there, ever fired more
than three people.
WR: I don't either.

I don't, as long I did the hiring and firing

there, but I worked in a place in Florida, after I got through
there, for six winters, and they fired more people in those six
winters than I'd even have thought of, over the years I had charge
of hiring and firing.

I don't believe I ever fired over two or

three people.
AS: That's what I say.
FC: I don't think Prexy ever fired anyone.
WR: No, I don't think Prexy ever did.
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AS:

he'd

FC: Oh, I know what you mean.
AS: It was before I'd come.
FC:
AS: Yes, I mean, he went to Prexy about you, didn't he?

Prexy fired

him.
FC: Yes, he fired him.
WR: I don't remember this.
AS: That one's the only-WR: I never knew any time that I was there, I never knew--I can
only think of one, and I can't remember just what that was all
about, but I don't think that was Prexy.
AS: Oh, the one you're thinking of--one stole Lloyd Law's wedding
present.

It was in the attic.

WR: I can't even remember what that fellow's name was.
FC: Sinclair.
WR: I can't remember.

I remember it, but I was trying to think

when-AS: That's when they went up with the search warrant.
WR: That was Dale, wasn't it?

Wasn't that after Dale got there?

AS: Yes.
FC: I don't remember this.
AS; Yes, Dale.

George Abbott was Chief of Police, and they got a

search warrant.
WR: I thought it was Dale.

I can't remember it.
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AS: He lived right back of the Hand H supermarket down there.
WR: He had a bunch of stuff.
AS: He had all those wiener jars full of soap powder,~ he'd
take and ... all those food bags, and she'd bleach them and make
sheets out of them, and he had LLoyd's cocktail shaker.
WR: I remember this, but I can't--I don't know but it was before
Dale.
AS: No, Dale was in on it.
WR: But I remember he carne in and told me about it, but that was
in the old building.

Dale carne in 1945. Say, incidentally,

getting off the subject, does anybody know anything about Dale, to
see him? Is he back from Florida?
AS: I haven't seen him.
SM: I don't think so.

I've been trying to reach him for some

time.
WR: I'd like to see him because he lives within fifteen miles of
me.

I go right by his house a lot of days.

Damned fool, I don't

go into see him, but I just don't, I don't know why I don't.

I've

been up once to see him.
SM: When you were working at the Lab--all of you--did everyone
know everyone else's name?

Was it a small enough a place that you

could know everyone?
ALL: Oh yes.
FC: The original group ...
WR: Well, I don't know, but even the last of it, we pretty well,
don't you think?
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Fe: It wasn't for me, for I'd moved out, went up to the Station,
so some people came after I went--originally, everybody knew
everybody else, knew what they were doing ... and, as Allen said,
we always had a garbage route, we used to haul everybody's
garbage.

So we knew where everybody lived, what their name was,

and who they were.
WR: Well, even the last ... I guess we pretty well knew.

I don't

know that I would now, but-AS: I wouldn't now, no.

Back when I was in the store, I had to

know everybody's name, and that is, you know, that traded there,
and
END OF TAPE ONE
AS: A doc came there to work, and NattKaliss was showing him through, and
he brought him down to the store, and I began to explain the
methods that we had.

He had to make out slips when he wanted

anything, and it would go through ... on his grant, and he says,
"Well, I'll come in and help myself." I said, "We wait on you; we
get what you want.

Tell us what you want."

He says, nOh, where I

come from, we get what we want ourselves." I said, "Well, you
can't here."

We kept talking, about three times he says, "Where I

come from, we can do this or that." I looked at him and I says,
"Why in hell did you ever leave that place, and come
here? because you're not going to do it here!"
we better go somewheres else." (laughter)
down, and says "I want to apologize to you.

"Na~

Two days later, he came
You were entirely
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right.

I had no right of saying what I did," and he and I became

the best of friends, so that's what I mean.

I just had to tell

him that he couldn't do that, so-FC: ... doesn't care who he was.
AS: Don't you think you've got enough of this junk?
SM: Well, do you have other anecdotes, or funny stories?
WR: Oh, we could sit here all evening.
SM: I bet you could.
FC: A lot of stuff you wouldn't want on that (laughter).
WR: You're not kidding!
SM: If there is anything else
haven't put on, we should

yo~

think is really memorable we

defi~ely

do it.

It seems to me that-

-now I have had contact with the summer program, and I've been to
the Board meeting last August, that, in general, the Lab is a
fairly happy place.

Would you say that's so?

That people enjoy

working there, and generally have a-WR: Well, let me put it this way.
now.

They did.

I don't know about

The last ten years I hear other things, but I don't really

know.
FC: I think that for the first twenty, twenty-five years everybody
was happy.

I mean, it was--they liked it.

work toyether.

They made everybody

As I've said, the last few years, I don't know too

,uch about it.
AS: There was no throat-cutting.
FC: Everybody seemed to get along.
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SM: There was cooperation most of the time?

Fe: And if anybody was in trouble, or needed help, it was always
available.

You just had to ask for it.

WR: We didn't have any controversy over this union business.
Everything was--there was nothing in that line, which ... sense
then.

Earl Green--I met him about the time they were having that

trouble down there, I met him in Don's Shop and Save one day, we
were talking about it, and he said, "There's one thing about it,"
he says, "When we were there, we didn't have that problem." And I
said,

'No, we didn't have that problem because everything was

better than a union would give.". But I don't know how it is now,
for sure.

Every once in a while, I will hear somebody say

something I don't like.
AS: We gathered around Prexy, every time he'd have come back from
a trip, we always used to gather in his office, ... I often thought
I would have liked to have a tape of them.
WR: I would have, yes.
SM: Were these stories of how worse it was elsewhere?
WR: No, these were stories he'd heard on his ...
AS: But I think that he, without a doubt, had the greatest memory,
but you know he couldn't memorize.
SM: Oh, that's strange.
AS: No, sir.

When he joined the lodge, he had the worst time

trying to memorize the lodge work.

He could get up and give
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speeches would be lined up, a word here and a word there of what
he wanted to say, he'd just look at the one word, and he'd go
right along, never anything written out.
WR: He could speak on any subject.

I' don't care what it was.

I've heard that man speak on things-AS: That's right!
WR: ... he didn't know anything about.
SM: But he would sound like he did?
WR: Oh boy! He did, really, I think.
FC:

... would be--

WR: And he didn't have any paper. either.

He did it right from

his head.
FC: He could be at home with the lowest person possible, or with
the President. He was just the same kind of a man, he could talk
with them.

He was a great man.

8M: Did he strike you as having very avant garde ideas?

I know

some of the women at the Lab said that he seemed to treat them
very progressively.

Now Tibby Russell regards him as a man who

gave her a lot of support, as a woman scientist.
WR: Oh, I

have no question about that.

He would give anybody the

support, don't you Frank?
FC: Yes.
WR: I don't think there's any question, but that he-FC: I don't think that he favored anyone either.
WR and AS: No, no.
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Fe: AS I say, male or female.
SM: Why did he want to retire?

Did he ever explain to you?

WR: Well, not entirely, but in a way he did.

He told all of us

that he felt that he was getting along in years and wanted to be
sure who was going to have the job when he got through, plus the
fact that there was two or three in the Laboratory wanted to get
him the hell out of there.

Yes, there was.

WR: --the one that he helped the most is the one that really
pushed him out.
AS: Put in this way.

He was around every place trying to

raise money and things, and they.thought that he should sit right
in his office, and be at the Lab all the time, so they could come
to him with every little thing they wanted.
WR: But he--I know we were awfully upset when he-Fe: His age was getting on.
WR: His age was getting on, although he wasn't that high, Frank,
he could have gone another five or six years.

I don't think Prexy

intended to get out as quick as he did do, do you?
Fe: He was sorry, I know.

When we had my party up--

WR: He kind of wished that he'd stayed a little longer.
Fe: I think-WR: Of course, I think that he wanted to do a little scientific
work on the side, but they wouldn't let him do that.
Fe: He went off to the--
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Heavenly Rest. He and Bill, but that was after--well, they
fired Bill.

When he was in the hospital with a heart attack.

SM: How did they go about hiring a President?
process?

What was the

Did they get a committee together, or who--did the

Trustees do all that?
ALL: Yes.
FC: The Trustees did all that. And I guess they all thought the
new man was going to be a good man.
WR: He was a good man, Frank.
FC: He was a good man.
WR: He was a good man as far

as-~he.was

had a good business head on him.

a good businessman.

He

He couldn't--you know, there's

one thing--I liked Earl, but you could talk to Earl--you and I and
him--because we knew him, but you let a stranger try to talk to
him, and he--that was a problem.

I don't mean that severely,

really, but Earl didn't know how to be a good fellow, but he
wanted to be, but he didn't know how.
SM: You mean a "good fellow," in the sense of-WR: --personality
SM: One of the guys.
AS: The thing was, he'd say something to you that was kidding but
the way he would say it, to you it could make you madder than
blazes.
FC: He didn't have the sympathy that Dr. Little had. I don't think
so. I liked Earl.

I always--

....
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WR: I liked Earl.
FC:

I got along with him.

•.. as a personal man.

WR: If I had anything to say to Earl, I said it to him, just the
same as I'd say it to anybody. He called me up in his office one
day, and he's right in the corner where he could look right out on
the grounds.

Charlie Dunbar was mowing the lawn.

And I don't

know how long Earl was sitting there watching him, but Charlie was
mowing alright, going up and coming down, you know, mowing
alright, doing a good job. Earl called me up, and he said, "I want
you to watch that fellow."
way."

He said, "He shouldn't be mowing that

And I said, "No? How should he be mowing, Earl?" He said,

"He should be going up and coming down ... back again."
said, "Earl, you're a scientist.
You have charge of the scientists.

And I

I have charge of the grounds.
Now, you take care of your

scientists, and I'll take care of the grounds," and we never had a
word after that.

This was--you had to handle Earl this way.

SM: Did he ever develop--someone once said

that--becau~e

I've been

preparing for this for nearly a year--that he developed a thing
called IMPAP.

They were these statements written up as to how

things were to be done, and they were-WR: Oh yes, up to a certain point, I used to get them, and I guess
you fellas did, in your other

th~ngs.

I got a lot of memos.

AS: Earl couldn't stand the least bit of noise.

They leaded his

walls, and everything else, and the girls in the histology room-well, as Watson says--his room would be like in the corner,
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then you come down a room, and that was the histology room.

Right

across from that, at that time, they called it the storeroom, that
I was in, and the girls used to come in a little
early to, have coffee, and of course, you can imagine, five or six
girls all talking, why it was a little noisy, but this day, I have
always, as I say, had trouble with my ears, I'd been having
trouble with my ears, and I had an appointment to go to the doctor
because I was having this job of hearing, so this day, Earl came
early, came to my door, and says, "Allen, I want you to come in my
room." I went in. "Sit down there."
hear them?"

I sit down.

He says, "You

I says, nOh, I can just hear them." He says, "They're

making a racket." I says, "I don't doubt it. But," I says, "I got
an appointment tomorrow to go to see about my ears because I've
been having trouble hearing."
making a racket!"
shut your door?"

He says, "Well, believe me, they're

I made the mistake of saying "Why don't you
He jumped right up and down, and says "I don't

want to shut my door. I don't want to shut my door." So walked
out on him!
WR: He was a funny fellow. I don't know if you've heard the
discussion at the time about the working time, and I don't know-I said something about my opinion, such and such should be done,
"Mister," he said, "you have no opinion."

I said, "Do you mean to

tell me you're going to control that too? And I can't express my
own opinions?"

He walked away from me.

haven't got an opinion."

But he did, he said, "You

